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Jos v. 26. ⁹⁰s v3 Naan 
Thou faalt come to thy 9 in a full age, 
like as a loch of corn cometh in, in hits 


„ APP are they who die in the Lord: 

1 young or old: when this earthly houſe 

19 pol their tahernacle is diſſolved, or rather 

immediately on their demiſe, the ſeparate fpirit 

= *aſcends to thoſe of the juſt made perfect, into the 
boſom of a reconciled God; to be with Chriſt ang 

behold his glory. Our text, therefore, in a ſenſe 7 

. and : 

* It is remarkable, that the word rendered, cometh in, 

is very different from that we render come, in the ſentence 

preceding; which ſometimes ſignifies to retire or go to reſt, 

- uſed in Joſhua x, 1g. for the ſuns going down: thus man, 


on his deceaſe, gocth down to the grave, his body de- 
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and degree, may be applied to every faint on his * 
parture to the unſeen and eternal world: but the 
manifeſt deſign of the paſſage, is to expreſs the 
tranſition of an aged believer from this mortal 
| ſtate to the manſions of bliſs. They are the 
Words of Eliphaz, the Temanite, which, though 
= - miſapplied on falſe principles, convey a beautiful 
FF and ſtriking idea of the ancient Chriſtian, on his 
| exit from the body ; the contemplation of which, 
through the agency. of the Divine Comforter, may 
refreſh thoſe; who mourn their. own loſs, in, the 
deceaſe of a venerable Matron ; whoſe ſtanding 
and character in the world, and in the church, 
are well known to ſome in this aſſembly. 


D 


9 


e 
* 
* 


FEE 


In this ſacred verſe, three things merit our 
attention: The character of the ſubjett, © how 
he comes to the f /grave, and the compariſon by 

I» which his deceaſe is illuſtrated? After a diſ- 
4 vo cuſhion of theſe, I ſhall mention ſome inſtances in 8 4 
by 5 | which the ſimilitude holds, and then point out the = 
= honor and advantage of being ſuſtained, by the 
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ſcending to its bed in the earth; whereas this laſt expreſſion | 
_—- | is the ſame uſed for a burnt-offering, which afcerided by 
| | fire and ſmoke from the alter, Gen. xxii. 2. which agrees 
| with the aſcenſion of the foul to God, implied in the text, 
| end alſo 15 the margin in our copies. 
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frm Mortality to Life, 


| Providence and Grace of God, ſo as to o departi in 
the manner repreſented. SY 


% 


I. For the ſubje& we muſt advert to the begin- 
ing of Eliphaz's ſpeech, recorded in the preceding _ ” 
chapter, the intention of which, for want of better ä = q 
underſtanding, was to convince Job; or rather to = 
induce that holy man to a confeſſion of his ſup- 


poſed inſincerity, ſeeing he was now, in appear- = 
ance, on the point of being removed out of life, 
long before he attained to the fulneſs of days here B "= 
referred to, which Eliphaz ſeems to apprehend to * = 
be a certain indication of his want of religious in- .j oY 


| tegrity ; under this prejudice he ſpares not the 
moſt uncharitable cenſure on his fainting in a day 
of adverſity, ver. 5, 6. and then immediately adds, 
« Remember, I pray thee, who ever periſhed, be- 
ing innocent ? or where were the righteous cut 
1 off?” So then the object in view is the 
{un and innocent man; but, whiere ſhall we 
find a perſon of theſe moral characters in our apoſ- 
tate and rebellious world! Mankind, ſince the 
fall, are guilty and polluted from the birth, being 
ſhapen in iniquity and conceived in fin; for, 
vo can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 
Not one,” Job xiv. 4. Who then is righteous 


or innocent, in a ſtrict legal ſenſe ? Had the Al.. 
mighty opened his eyes upon the very youngeſt of . = 


the 
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the human race, now rejoicing in his preſence, ſo 
as to bring him into judgment with him, he would 
certainly have condemned him. The high con- 
ceits of apoſtate man's innocence and virtue, con- 
ſidered in himſelf, are no leſs flattering than haugh- 


ty; we are truly denominated phy wee from the 
an upon earth 


womb: nor even is there a Juſt 
that doeth good and ſinneth not, Eccleſ. vii. 20. 
who then can ſtand up and ſay, I am righteous, 


and merit the favor of my offended Sovereign 
and Maſter ? Every ſenſible man lies penitent at 
the throne of grace, crying as David, Remem- 
ber not, O Lord, the ſins of my youth, nor my 


rranſzreflions,Plal, xxv. 7. and again, for thy 


name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity, for it 
is great,” ver. 11. Nor can any works of the ſin- 


ner, however renewed by grace, in this imperfect 


ſtate, have the leaſt juſtifying virtue in them. If 
a juſt man is overtaken, and, through the ſubtilty 


of the fleſh, enticed in an hour of temptation to do 
evil ( and let him that thinketh he ſtandeth take 
heed leaſt he fall,” 1 Cor. x. 12.) it _ be to his 


colt ; but when he doeth good, what avails it to- 
wards his clearance rom fin ? In this reſpett he is 


an unprofitable ſervant, he hath at moſt done his 
duty, nor legally Mat, for, as already hinted, his 
beſt action, if laid in. the balance of juſtice, is light 
and deficient ; of ſuch importance is it to be found 


od 


I bas 


in Chriſt by faith, in that righteouſneſs which the 
Lord imputeth without works, when he Juſtifieth 
| the 8 


The terms innocent and æighteous, in reſpett of 
the human race, in its preſent ſtate, muſt be taken 
in a qualified ſenſe; ſometimes they relate to a par- 
ticular action or deſign; as the mariners, Jonah 
I. 14, when, with reluftance, they caſt I, prophet 

into the raging ſea, their conſciences acqdit them 
from any malicious intention, and accordingly 
they plead ; © O Lord, lay not upon us innocent 
blood?“ A wicked man may be falſly charged, 
and in that reſpect innocent. But for the moſt part 
theſe expreſſions refer to the general ſpirit and con- 
duct of perſons, and ſignify the fame with being up- 
right and harmleſs; the innocent are thoſe who de- 
precate evil, whoſe conſciences acquit them of 
known or allowed deceit in their profeſſion or be- 
haviour, towards God or man : they anſwer to the 
| deſcription of the pardoned: finner ; & in whoſe 
ſhbirit there is no guile,” Pſal. xxxii. 2. which 


agrees with-our Lord's account of Nathaniel, John 

i. 47. as an Iſraelite indeed. In this fenſe David 

reſolves, Pſal. xxvi. 6. © I will waſh mine hands 

in innocency, ſo will I compaſs thine altar, O 

Lord!” 1. e. as ver. 11. © I will walk in mine 

integrity :* and in the fame ſenſe, Aſaph uſes the 
_ expreſſion, 


RS 
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expeelich, Pſal. Ixxiii. 11. A man may be con- 
ſcious of ten thouſand errors from which he ſtands 
in need of being cleanſed, and yet be withheld 
from preſumptuous ſins, or being guilty of the 


great tranſgreſſion. Now this innocence of in- 


tegrity is eſſential to a gracious man, with the 


want of which Job is impeached by the enemy, 


when he moved God againſt him; and the ſame 


accuſation is cruelly inſinuated, in theſe pointed 
queries of Eliphaz, ch. iv. 6. Is not this thy fear, 


thy confidence, and the uprightneſs of thy ways?“ 
This uprightneſs or integrity, which belongs to the 
righteous, is no common thing, it is more ſublime 
than mere moral liongſiy, which is occaſionally found 


with the men of this world ; it is what the apoſtle 
ſtyles godly fincerity, and belongs to the new man 


who, after God, is created in true holineſs; a ge- 
nuine ſimplicity, unknown to the carnal mind, for 
© it is not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 


of God,” 2 Cor. 1. 12. the faithful maintain an 


holy converſation. The-rcal Chriſtian anſwers to 


theſe characters, as he is the ſubject of internal pu- 


rity; and alſo as made righteous by the imputation 


of that righteouſneſs brought in by the Meſſiah, 
his ſurety, who became obedient to the death of 
the croſs, Rom. iii. 22. ch. v. 19. Phil. ii. 8. 


for it is to be remembered, that neither internal 
nor its fruit, however abundant, or ſin- 
| gularly 


bolineis, 


8 i 8 ee 


Thus we have aſcertained the ſubjett of our text; 


houſe appointed for all living, and the .coming I 


On the other hand, that ſhameful prince ] ni 5 "a 


from Mortality to Life, 


gularly great, hath any concern in the juſtification 
of the called, which comes alone through the re- 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus ; - * but, whom 
he called, them he alſo juſtified,” Rom. viii. 30. 


he is a man truly upright and holy, whoſe con- 
ſcience, under a thouſand infirmities, teſtifies his 

ſincerity before the omniſcient Jehovah ; A perſon; - 
evangelically righteous, being ſanctified in heart, 

and covered with the robe of ſalvation, which 
is of God by faith: in a word, he is a ſaint, 

in a ſound goſpel ſenſe, wh ich agrees with verſe 1. - 
To which of the ſaints wilt thou turn?“ Among — 
theſe: righteous and upright ſouls, we are per- _ 
ſuaded, on the moſt credible evidence, the de. —— | 
ceaſed we now mourn, is numbered at the 3 
throne above, and on that account rejoice in our 1 9 
ſorrow. Let us now conſider, 0 Be 8 


II. How this ſaint, or innocent and righteous. - IM 
man, ſhall come to his grave? The grave is te 


thereunto, ſometimes ſeems to intend a decent or Þ 
honorable burial; at leaft this is promiſed te: —_— 
Abraham, Thou ſhalt be burigd, Geneſis xv. 15. _— 


kim, is threatened for his wickedneſs, with hav- 


ing his corpſe drawn, and caſt forth beyohd cee 
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gates of Jeruſalem, Jeremiah xxii. 19. An oſtenta- 
tious funeral pomp is certainly vain ; nevertheleſs, 
there 1s a decency in carrying:the remains of the 
deceaſed to their tomb. with marks of diſtinction, 
according to their rank in civil or religious life; 
in ſo doing alſo, the attention of ſpectators may, 
be awakened to conſider, how tranſitory the honor 
and affluence of this world; which, by the bleſ- 
= ſing of God, may produce convictions, ſubſer- 
_ + vient to their ſpiritual and eternal advantage: but 
: to come to the grave in this ſenſe is not peculiar 
— to the righteous, witneſs the wicked rich man in 
= the parable, Luke xvi. 22. and it is complained 
that, in the deſolations of Jeruſalem the dead bo- 
dies of the ſaints were * given to be meat to the 
fowls of the heaven, and their fleſh to the beaſts 
of the earth,” Pſalm lxxix. 2. ſee alſo Revelations 
- Xi, 8. Now if a decent þurial is not to be 
#1. | eſteemed, it would be no inſtance of cruelty, - 
ij 3 or contempt, when the ſervants: of the Lord are 
=. thus vilely treated; but the body, which alone, 
Proper ſpeaking, 1s carried to the grave, is 
=} not the principal intention of the place, it re- 
gards the whole perſon, and, as may preſently | 
be ſeen; imports an illuſtration of ſomething 
-” more noble and intereſting than that of an ho- 
i] W norable interment ; and what, e to Eli- 
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rom Mortality to Life. 


phaz's reaſoning, Job might have expected, ha 
he anſwered to the characters ſpe cified. | + 


The clauſe. now before us ſeems expreſſive 
how it is with the righteous in his end, or 
in what ſtate, and with what advantage he dies, 
and this is comprized in the following terms; in 
a. full age.” Not in a fulneſs of external proſpe- 


rity ; full of riches, temporal honor, children and 


friends: indeed, Abraham, David, and ſome few 


of the faithful, died in theſe pleaſing circumſtan- 


ces, but this is rarely the lot of God's children; 
more frequently the men of this world are filled 
with the hid treaſures of the earth, and leave the 
reſt, or what remains unexpended on their luſts, 
to their babes, Pſalm xvii. 14. It is not un- 
common for thoſe who are rich in faith to be in 


* 


great poverty, inſomuch that, eſpecially in ad- 


vanced life, they are dependent on others, nor is 
this any diſgrace, if they have been active and 
upright in their ſtation; beſides theſe circum- 
ſtances are diſtinctly mentioned in the preceding 


verſes. | | | | 


By a full age, ſome underſtand a full extent of 


the days determined to the faint, but there is 


nothing ſingular in this, it being univerſally the 
calc with mankind; the righteous and the vicked, 
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from the infant to the oldeſt man living, no 
doubt, continue their appointed time; much leſs 
is it to be taken for dying in full ſtrength, or, as 
a FreſpeQable expoſitor renders it, © of a luſty 
age. Indeed, the eye of Moſes was not dim, 
nor his natural force abated, at the age of one 
hundred and twenty; but this is mentioned as an 
extraordinary caſe; and the pious, for the moſt 
part, are no leſs feeble and wrinkled in the fleſh 
than others, in the like advanced ſtate. I ap- 
prehend that two things are included, agreeable to 
the ſcope of the place; firſt, this report is verified 
when the days of a believer are extended to the 
utmoſt, or it may be far beyond, the ordinary 
limits of man's continuance on earth; we learn 
from Pſalm xc. 10. that in the time of Moſes, 
the days of our years were three ſcore years and 
ten; and accordingly it is ſaid, that David died 
in a good old age, and full of days, 1 Chron. 
xxix, 8. Now it appears from the hiſtory of that 
choſen ſervant of the Lord, that he was no more 
than ſeventy when he departed this life, 2 Sam. 
v. 4. nevertheleſs, in Jeremiah vi. 11. there ſeems 
a gradation from the aged to him that is full of 
days; be that as it may, when the Chriſtian's life 
is extended conſiderably beyond the uſual limita- 


3 Mr. Broughton, See Ayn on the Place, 3 


8 Wo I” 


in a full age, yet this alone will not be a criterion _ Wo 5 
of the righteous, ſeeing the life of a ſinner is fome= - 


ſons of eminent piety to be cut off in the prime 


is eſſential to the idea of the text, but ſomething 


plies, and principally intends, a long life employed 


the righteous is an age filled up with the obedience 


and happineſs of a deceaſed perſon does not reſt 1 
in his longevity ; for the ſcripture awfully. declares, 


who has obtained mercy to remember his Creator 


_ goſpel, and diligently followed every good work, = 5 


dion, as in the inſtance of our dear deceaſed = 
friend, he may truly be ſaid to come to his grave 


times no leſs extended; the wicked may live and 
become very old; nor is it unfrequent for per- 9 


of their natural life; length of days in the ſubjeR 


more is needful to complete the deſcription in his 
favor: therefore, ſecondly, I apprehend it im- 


in the fear and ſervice of God. The full age of 


of faith, and the fruits of righteouſneſs; not 3 
merely old age, but a good old age. The honor 


that © the finner being an hundred years old 
ſhall be accurſed :” Ifaiah Ixv. 20. but the man 


in the days of his youth, who has, from early life, 
truſted in the Lord, before the ſons of men, 
adorning his profeſſion by a walk becoming the 


in full aſſurance of hope, to the end of a long 
courſe in this world, may truly be ſaid to come to 


his grave in a full age; ſuch an one is capable of 


we 
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14 The ancient Believers Tranſition 
the illuſtratrion in the text, as we may preſently 
ſee. In theſe peculiar inſtances of divine mercy 
and love, the prophecy, in Pſalm xcii. 14. is li- 
terally fulfilled, The righteous ſhall flouriſh like 
the palm: tree. — They ſhall bring, forth fruit 


—  untoold age: they ſhall be fat and.flouriſhing.” — 
ii Sw Bleſſed are they who thus approve the things 
— that are excellent, being filled with the fruits of 
I! 4. 5 righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to the 


glory and praiſe of God,” Philippians 1. 11: 
ji They ſhall enter into peace, they. ſhall reſt in 
ET their beds, each one walking in his uprightneſs. 
This leads, | 


* A — 


III. To the compariſon by which the tranſition 
WS. of the righteous in his death ſtands illuſtrated ; 
. and this is equally obvious and ſtriking. Like 
Dot as a ſhock of corn cometh in, in his ſeaſon.” 
The children of God are frequently compared 
to wheat or good ſeed, in oppoſition to the wicked; 
= who are repreſented under the metaphors of tares 
and chaff; but the point in hand is not ſo much 
| the quality of the ſubject as the mode of his exit, 
or how the aged ſaint departs out of this life. 
Here is doubtleſs an allufion to the gathering of 
wheat in the natural harveſt, the manner of which 
is well known, and exactly correſponds with the 
expreſſion, cometh in or aſcendeth, which we have 
GELS | 5 already 
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From Mortality to Liſe. 15 


already ſeen is the idea. Corn is not mowed or 
cut down as graſs, with a ſcythe, but gathered 
with a fickle; it is, as it were, lifted up into the 
breaſt of the reaper; hence in Pſalm exxix. 7. 
we read of the huſbandman binding ſheaves in his 
boſom; ſome refer it to the ſetting or exalting 


the ſheaves of corn in the field, and others to 


their being thrown upon the ſtack, or in the barn; 
but the former is ſufficient, and ſeems more im- 
mediately intended; the alluſion is elegant, and 


conveys ſeveral pertinent and uſeful ideas, con- 


cerning the death of thoſe ſaints who depart in 


a full age, as already explained; which naturally 
brings us to the firſt article of improvement on the 


paſſage; namely, to mention ſome inſtances in 


vhich the ſimilitude is juſt, when the righteous are 


removed in the circumſtances deſcribed. And, 


I. The compariſon holds in reſpect of their 


abundant meetnefs for glory. The corn is not 


reaped till it comes to a certain maturity; there 


is a ſeaſon for gathering it, Joel iii. 13. Put 
in the ſickle, for the harveſt is ripe.” And again, 
faith our Lord, John iv. g5. © The fields are 
white already for harveſt ;” this idea is imported 
in the text; a ſhock of corn cometh in, in his ſea- 


ſon. Indeed this is not peculiar to the aged be- 
hever ; the ſpirit of every man who dies in faith _ 
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16 The ancient Bllievers Tranſition 


is made perfect, in order to be gathered into * 


heavenly ſtate; no doubt, the youngeſt plant is 


ripe before it is removed to its place in the celeſ- 


tial paradile ; nevertheleſs, this is one thing ſug=- 

geſted in the deſcription: before us, concerning the 
ancient Chriſtian on his departure, that he ap- 
pears to. himſelf, and to others, as it were ripe 


for the ſickle; and the ſcope of the place is the 


apparent or manifeſt meetneſs of the ſubject. 
And, who cannot ſee a viſible fitneſs in an old 
diſciple, of large experience, whoſe heart is. fulb 


of the word and love of God, and whofe ex- 


tended life, from his youth, has been employed 
in his ſervice, to the glory of his name; I lay, 


who cannot diſcern a remarkable fitneſs in ſuch a 


faint, for being taken out of the body -1 -into the 
preſence of his Lord? 


Some. on theſe with run a parallel between 
ripe corn and the ancient believer; ſuch as bow- 
ing under the infirmities of age, in like manner 
as the ſtalk bends under the weight of the full 
ripe corn in the ear; allo the likeneſs of his ve- 
nerable head to the whiteneſs of the fields when 
the harveſt is at hand; but his natural fitneſs for 
death is in common with others; the idea i in our 
text is the ſpiritual meetneſs of the faithful for 


5 road change; being laden with the fruit of the 
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ſpirit, and having filled up their character in 
Chriſt, in a long courſe of ſervice, it is decent 
* that they reſt from their labors, that their 
works may follow them,” Rev. xiv. 1 3+ gan; 


II. This e is willind' in i oe readine 
of the ancient and fruitful Chriſtian, who is walt- 
ing for his admiſſion to, the world of ſpirits, 
There is not only an. intrinſic weninek, but an 
habitual diſpoſition in this ſaint for his remove. 
The fields appear white for harveſt, according to 
the intention of our Lord, in the paſſage referred to 
before, when the people flocked on every occaſion 
to hear the word, John iv. 35. alſo, when many 

fell under a convittion of their ſtate, and were 
upon making the important enquiry ; what muſt 
Ve do to be ſaved? And {till further, when not 
a few were enlightened, and having truſted in 
Chriſt, freely preſent themſelves to his appoint- 
ments, and as it were preſs into the kingdom of 
Cod. Something like this is found in the aged 
believer, who lives in a kind of inſtant expetta- 
tion of his abſence from the body: perſons newly 
and effectually awakened unto the obedience of 
faith, are not more ready to hear and to acknow- 
ledge the Lord in his ways, than faints, bending 
under the weight of numerous years, are for their 
being called up into his preſence. It, has been 
* | I 


>... 
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Faſtly remarked, that coming in denotes a villing- 
Heſs and defire,” which agrees with that of a he- 
lever in theſe circumſtances; to receive the re- 
compence of a gracious reward: as ripe corn may 
be ſaid, as it were, to invite the huſpandman to 
thruſt in the fickle; in like mapner, he that has 
been long exercifed in the warfare of faith, and 
laid by under bodily infirmities, in the near views 
of eternity, wirkt the teſtimony bf- his conſcience, 
and an carneft ExpeRtaticn of eternal life," is 
waiting and wiſhing to be united with thoſe Who 
are inheriting the promiſes: © yea; it has ſometirties 
been found, that the dying ſaint, in full aſſurance 
of hope, at the ſwellings of: Jordan, has "diſcs. 
vered a kind of holy impatience, in adopting the 
language of the church, as if he heard the voice 
of his Beloved" ſaying, FF Surely; J come quickly: 
replying, Amen. Even o come, _ deer K* 
c tHe» 


* n #7 | 29"; 13 101571; : 
II. This papiſenrtborr is 1 on aScoe of 
_ the beauty Or comelineſs olf theſe ſaints in their de- 
ceaſe. Every thing i is beautiful in its ſeaſon; ſo 1 
natural death, in the circumſtances deſcrihed. 
There is ſomething truly amiable in the "death of 
a perſon Who hab been enabled from the carhieſt 
days, to a very old age, f live à life of faith in 
the "Son's God, in the ſight of the world; adorn- 
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ing the doctrine of his Saviour, and who has, it 


may be, in his confinement, as it were, ſealed his 


hope a thouſand times over, What fight in na- 
ture more lovely than the fields of the earth; 
when white to harveſt; every one ſindlling. of a 
bleſſing from the Lord? In like manner the 
hoary head, in a way of righteouſnefs, is a crown 


of glory, Prov. xvi. 31. It is ſo with the be- 


liever when the almond- tree flouriſhes, and when, 
upon the decay of this earthly tabernacle, the in- 
ward man is daily renewed : nor is it otherwiſe 
when reclining on his dying pillow ; yea, and. 
when expired, the breathleſs corps, however diſ- 


_ agreeable to the natural ſenſes, may occaſion 


delight to the ſurviving, vhen they reflebt on 


the high charafter, and be ſtats of the de- 
_ faint. | 


Thus a riſing branch of the! forrowfl family, 


who attended his venerable anceſtor in her very 


laſt moments, with filial affection, obſerved, that 
© he never ſaw ſo pleaſant a fight, contemplating 


the advantageous change the imprifoned ſpirit was 


making, without any ſeeming reluctance of foul or 
body. —— May it be the happineſs of every 
relation and friend, when finifhing his courſe, on 


the ſame ground, to yield a like favor and plea- 


fre to their mournful ſurvivors his! is true 
C 2 honor! 
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honor! 


elegantly expreſſed, compared with the lines of 


their faith and example, who have been epiſtles 


in Chriſt, holding forth the word of life, in legible 
characters to all? Theſe monuments of mercy, 
being dead, yet ſpeak : they ſpeak. the praiſes of 


him who called them out of darkneſs into his mar- 


vellous light. The perfume of their bed is not 
artificial and tranſitory, but real and eternal ; for 
* the righteous ſhall be in VO remem- 
' þrance,” And Rs 


IV. The ee will. approve ſelf on 


biting the tranquillity and joy that attends the 
venerable ſpirit in its paſſage, Pal. xxxvii. 37. 
* Mark the perfect, and behold the upright : for 
the end of that man is peace.” There is peace in, 
and after, the end of the ſaint. The joy of har- 
| veſt is proverbial : and ſometimes a lively and tri- 
umphant faith in the article of death, produces 
that which is unſpeakable and full of glory. The 
ſorrows of natural death may overwhelm the 
ſpirit of a believer, in his laſt conflict: this may 
intercept and eclipſe the light of his joy in God, 
who is the ſtrength of his heart ; but theſe clouds in- 
ſtantly diſperſe and vaniſh away in the divine pre- 
| ſence; where mortality is ſwallowed up of life. Fix 
£7 an 


—What are the flattering inſcriptions 
on the tombs of the wicked, however adorned, or 


. 
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an eye of faith on the departed ſoul with Chriſt; 
behold, it is in fulneſs of joy; and the days of 
mourning are ended! Nor is this confined to the 
ſubject; our Lord declares the repentance of a 
ſinner on earth, excites joy among the angels in 
heaven: then, how muſt they tune their harps, 
when a veſſel of mercy is made perfett, and, 
having finiſhed its courſe, is placed in its manſion, 
at the throne of God and of the Lamb. More» 
cover, e 6/4 7 

V. As a ſhock of corn comes in, in his ſea- 
ſon, is ſafe from any future damage, the deceaſed 


NY aint is taken from the evil to come. It was a woe- 


ful, deſpairing lamentation, © The harveſt is paſt, 
the ſummer is ended, and we are not ſaved!” 
Jer. viii. 20. Far be it that any preſent 
ſhould be numbered with thoſe who come ſhort 
of the promiſe, and too late bewail their ſad and 
Irrevacable ſtate! But this will, moſt ſurely, be 
the everlaſting ſorrow of thoſe who negle& the 
ſalvation of God, till overtaken in their fins? 
 Out-ſtanding corn, when the ſeaſon is over, is 
ſoon deſtroyed by the winds, rain, and ſtorms, 
that enſue ; not ſo the wheat which the huſband- 
man binds in his boſom, and ſtacks, or lays up 
in his barn: in like manner the aged believer, 
when called up from the body, having long en- 
IR dured 
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- dured, being as it were weather-beaten, or at leaſt 
more or leſs expoſed, in his warfare and pil- 
grimage, is at length ſafe houſed from every im- 
pending tempeſt, or i fur Eg Se nen. 
And as ples | ; fr 


VI. This . 3 in roſpeft ip" the 
n of the Jout at death to Jeſus, and to the 
eturch triumphant in heaven, It is written concern- 
ing Abraham, Gen. xxv. 8. that © he died in 
a good old age, an old man, full of years; and 
was gathered to his people. How gathered to his 
people? His dead body, indeed, was gathered 


to that of Sarah, his wife, long ſince entombed, 
verſe 10. but certainly more is intended: was not 


his immortal ſpirit gathered unto the living in the 
_ celeſtial Jeruſalem? Whence then the phraſe of 
being © carried into Abraham's boſom ?”* Luke xvi. 


22. * Thou ſhalt go v thy father's in peace,” faith | 
the Lord, Gen. xv. 15. The fathers, ſays an | 


* ancient expoſitor of our own, are the ſpirits of 
the juſt made perfect; unto whom the ſouls of 
the faithful aſcend, when unclothed of this mor- 
tal frame, as thoſe of the wicked deſcend to the 
ſpirits in priſon, 1 Pet. iii. 19. | 


Thus the ſaint SB departs = a full age an- 
wers to the deſcription we have opened: he aſ- 


* Sec Ainſworth on Geneſis xxv. 8. 17. 


cends 


fi 
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bends as a Thock of corfi*colnerhy tt in His fea- 
ſon; in reſpe& of his mnturie) , und- fedeinet fer 
his ehange; the fitneſs and beauty of his remove 
the peace and joy of his exit; and entranee into 
life; his ſecurity from any farther evil; and che 
afcenfion of his ſoul to the bleſſed in paradiſe; 
Would to God, whether longer or ſhorter” Gür 
continuance here, we may number with thefe in 
our latter end! This, alas, is not the lot of mari 
kind in general! No finally impenitent tranſgrof. 
ſor ſhall: thus come o his grave: unleſs, my 
friend, thou art quickened by divine grace from 
the death of fin, ſo as to live unto God, thy 
guilty ſpirit will go down into the regions of dark. 
neſs and deſpair, never more to _ 44 to 
1 and Wetten n 10 SO 3714 
| r 2 vt fee l 

On the other hand, as PO hinted, ue 
ſubſtance of the metaphor in the text may be 
applied to every one who dies in the Lord: he 
has a life hid with Chriſt in God? into whoſe bo- 
ſom he is received on his departure, and, at the 
coming of his Redeemer, ſhall appear with him 
in glory: Nevertheleſs, there are peculiar advan- 
tages which reſult from being ſuſtained to old age, 
in a hfe*of faith, which I ſhall mention, os 
| draw 10 a cloſe. And, e rt 91 
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4. In reſpett of an acqaintance vith the 
things of the ſpirit, and eſtabliſnment in the 


true grace of God, and, conſequently, an actual 
readineſs for the ſolemn and intereſting event. 
Grace is of an increaſing nature, and, for the 
moſt part, gradually advances, by experience, 
through divers temptations. The warfare pro- 
longed, many are the believers conflicts with in- 
dwelling corruption, the wiles of Satan, and an 
evil world, through which he is paſſing; but 
theſe exerciſes, however ſometimes very ſharp and 
threatening, confirm the habits. of grace : having 
overcome, in the ſtrength of the Lord, and by 


the word of life, the ſuffering ſaint is more deeply 
rooted in the love of God, and abounding in 


the hope of glory to come. The ancient Chriſ- 
tian, who has been many years exerciſed in the 
views of death and eternity, and, as it were, ha- 
bitually framing his mind for his paſſage, having 
long frequently examined his ſtate, reflected on 
the object of his faith, and, in the near proſpect 
of the unſeen and everlaſting world, reſigned ſoul 
and body into the hands of a covenant God, and 
laid up in ſtore for himſelf a good foundation 
againſt the time to come, 1 Tim. vi. 19. 
This man, I ſay, is not overtaken as by a thief 
in the night, or ſurpriſed unawares, which is the 


caſe in earlier life, when involved in the cares of 


1 | | a buſy 


buſy and enſnaring ſituation, out of which the 


ſubject is ſometimes ſuddenly removed. Again, 


II. Such have more opportunity for glorifying 
God, according to their ſtation and circumſtances 
which, may be eſteemed an advantage. Men 
work while it is day. Indeed, in very old age, 
the Chriſtian may be infirm, and incapable of 
many former ſervices, but the righteous are fruit- 


ful in the moſt advanced ſtate of natural life; 


and, for the moſt part, the longer the day, the 


more works of faith and labor of love are per- A 


formed. Some ſeem to flatter themſelves in a 
barren profeſſion, but the' man who can be indif- 
ferent about increaſing in the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs,” underſtands not the goſpel, and has a very 
ſorry pretence to an experience of its power, and 
the love of God in his heart, without which his 


religion is vain; and ſuch would do well t to look | 


to themſelves. ue 


III. With this ſtands ens a eng evi- 
dence of vital union to Chriſt, the fountain of 15 
life, and having obtained like precious faith with 


God's elect. Saving faith is not alone; it will 
ever be juſtified by its works, James 11. 17. In 
proportion to this, there reſults a peculiar ſatisfac- 


tion to the dying ſaint himſelf, and alſo a benefit 
| 0 5 2 to 
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to his ſurviving companions in the Lord, who are 
animated by his example to hold faſt their confi- 
dence, in full aſſurance of hope, unto the end; 
which will certainly be found a real honor in the 


day of Chriſt. This leads, 


IV. To the glorious recompence of reward, when 
the faint who anſwers to this deſcription, ſhall 
reap a plentiful *harveſt, and find that truly his 
labor has not been in vain in the Lord. It has 
already been obſerved, that the 'uprightneſs and 
works of the believer has no concern in his ac- 
ceptance at the tribunal of his judge. Far be it 
to inſinuate, that any part, or the whole, of the | 


| longeſt and moſt active obedience of the Chriſtian 


has any place in his juſtifying righteouſneſs, or his 


acquittance from guilt at the divine bar. The 


believer is juſtified freely, and alone, by the 
ſurety-ſhip-righteouſneſs of his Redeemer : and, 
indeed, admitting that he is intereſted in that 
glorious robe every thing of his own is vir- 


tually precluded by the infinite glory and per- 


fection of that with which he is clothed; for that 


is complete in itſelf, nor can any addition be 
made to its intrinſic excellency and worth in the 
eye of the law, which is magnified thereby. On 


the other hand, the beſt works of the juſtified 


themſelves, are deſtitute of legal perfection, and, 
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conſequently, can have no juſtifying influence 
in the fight of a holy God. Nevertheleſs, there 
is not a good work of the ſaint, or any inſtance 


n 
* — 


of evangelical obedience, that ſhall be unnoticed, 


or unrewarded in the day of revelation ; then 


ſhall every righteous man have praiſe of God.g, "iN 


1 Cor. iv. 5. The good works of the faithful, 
unto which they are fore-ordained, and alſo cre- 
ated in Chriſt, will illuſtrate their real character, 
yea, and turn to a noble account, when the Lord 
crowns the giſts of his grace with that glory, which 
awaits all his ſaints at his coming. It is clear 
from * 2 Pet. 1. 11. and many like paſſages, that 
in proportion to the Increaſe of virtue, know- 

5 „ ledge, 


* The expreſſion TMvsug or abundant, in the paſſage 
above, is very animating : it intimates that the Chriſtian 
who adorns his profeſſion ſhall not barely attain the celeſ- 
tial ſhore, as a ſhipwrecked mariner eſcapes with his life, 
but as a gallant ſhip boldly enters port, after a ſucceſsful 
voyage, richly laden, with flying colours, guns firing, and 
the joyful ſhout of the crew, echoed by thoſe who wait 
her arrival. In like manner, they who abound in the fruits 
of the ſpirit may expect to enter their everlaſting manſion, 
as it were failing into the bleſſed harbour, under a full gale 
of divine conſolation and joy. Truly, this honor of the 
ſaints, is not of debt, but of grace: it originates from the 


good pleaſure of the Father, and accordingly the recom- 


pence of reward, and the promiſe are the ſame, Heb. x. 


35, 305 But it is the wiſdom of God to ſet this prize of 3 bo: 
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ledge, and other branches of true godlineſs, is the 
evidence of being effedtually called, and will be 
the honor and joy of an entrance into the ever- 
laſting kingdom of our Saviour; an expedctation 
this, that would produce a more lovely appear- 
ance than is ſeen on the face of lukewarm and 
diſorderly perſons, under the name of Chriſtianity. 


Having taken a particular view of the text, as 
deſcriptive, more eſpecially, of the aged believers 
tranſition from mortality to . life, I might, with 
ſobriety and truth, preſent the deceaſed as an ex- 
ample. Indeed, our departed friend was no ad- 
vocate for ſpeaking of the dead, except in extra- 
ordinary circumſtances; but it ſeems decent, and 
I hope may be uſeful, to drop a few hints on the 
religious character of this ancient and honorable 
diſciple, which may ſerve to ſhew, that there ts 
at leaſt a general likeneſs in her departure to the 
figure we have opened, to excite our perſeverance 
in the ſame faith, and alſo to alleviate the ſorrow, 
if not bind up the wounds, of her mourners. 


= 


This veſſel of mercy was an carly inſtance of 
ſovereign. grace in converſion: childhood and 


his calling before the believer; for want, of attending to 
which, ſome nominal Chriſtians are flothful and barren, 
and, in the end, will be aſhamed of their hope. i 


— 
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youth are for the moſt part ſpent in diſſipation and 
2 vanity ; but it pleaſed God very ſoon to convince 
_ her of the ſtate ſhe was in, as a fallen creature, a 


| tranſgreſſor of the law, and the ſubject of a ſinful 


5 nature,: under which ſhe: labored till enlightened 


into the knowledge of deliverance by the remiſ- 
ſion of fins; when, upon a full manifeſtation to her 
underſtanding and conſcience, of the authority, 
all- ſufficieney, and glory of Chriſt, who came into 
the world to ſave ſinners, ſhe was enabled to flee 
for refuge, and lay hold of the hope ſet before 
her. From that time ſhe was remarkable for her 
delight in the truth of the goſpel, which had. been 
the power of God, through faith, unto the ſalva- 
tion of her ſoll. L006 0 


It was the honor and happineſs of the'deceaſed, 
united in the neareſt and deareſt natural 
relation with one * eminent for his love to the truth, 
and a reverential fear of a reconciled God, whoſe 
memory 1s precious, having, through grace, main- 


tained an honorable profeſſion near forty-ſeven 
years, full twenty-four of which he ſuſtained the 


* The late Mr. Robert Munn, He was baptized No- 
vember 28, 1720, and died the 19th of Auguſt 1767, aged 
77 years, His reliQ, whoſe deceaſe we now. mourn, Mrs, 
Hannah Munn, was baptized on the 15th of June 1736, 
She died October 1, 1779, aged 83, 


17* 
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office of a deacon in this goſpel church, with ſin- 
gular credit and uſefulneſs. She, at length, being 
encouraged to be baptized into Chrift, joined to 


the ſame community: with what uprightneſs, hu- 
mility, and affection, ſhe behaved in her place, 
you, my dear friends, who were eye-witneſles or | 


her walk in the Lord, can tcluſy. 


In occaſional roms with her, for many 


years, ſhe appeared to me well eſtabliſhed in the 


fundamental principles of the glorious goſpel, on 
which her faith was built; with the word of 


which, few, if any, are more converſant : it dwelt 


richly in her, inſomuch, that thoſe about her 


know ſhe was, on all occaſions, ſo ready in the 
ſcripture as to be a kind of a living concordance ; | 
for the ſtatutes of the Lord were her ſong in the 
| houſe of her pilgrimage. She was careful to 
adorn the dottrine ſhe confeſſed, not merely by 


her moral conduct, and filling her ſtation in do- 


meſtic life, in the relations of a wife, a mother, 


and a miſtreſs, which ſhe did with no ſmall repu- 
tation, but her piety ſhone in an earneſt concern 
for the ſpiritual and eternal welfare of her family. 
It is one criterion of a child of God to live at the 


throne of grace, where the deceaſed was found 
without ceaſing; and there is reaſon, bleſſed be 


God, to conclude, that many tervent . prayers, 
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plentiſully watered with tears, have aſcended from 
her heart and lips, with ſucceſs, through the glori- 


fied High Prieſt of her profeſſion, to whom the is 


gone, in behalf of her riſing generation, and 


others under her more immediate inſpection. 


The greater part of the twelve years of her 


widowhood ſhe rarely went abroad, and for ſeve- 
ral of the laſt of thoſe years ſhe was altogether 
confined in her houſe, during the whole of which 
ſhe behaved with a truly Chriſtian patience, and 


| acquieſcence in the will of her heavenly Father. 
In this period Providence afforded me repeated 


agreeable interviews, and one but a few weeks 
ago, when I found her as a perſon in whoſe heart 
Chriſt dwelt by faith, the hope of glory; ſhe 
ſeemed delighting in the everlaſting love of her 
reconciled God and Father, in Chriſt: the im- 
mutability of the divine counſel, the perfect 


* The ſubmiſſion of the deceaſed to the will of her 
covenant God, under a full perſuaſion that he performed, 
in every diſpenſation, the thing that was right, was truly 
amiable, and worthy imitation: not a murmuring word 
eſcaped her on the loſs of her long dear partner in. life ; 


no, nor even in the moſt painful and threatening ſeaſons 
of bodily diſorder, in which ſometimes nature ſeemed in- 


capable of ſurviving the ſtruggle; but ſhe was ever advert- 


ing, with thankfulneſs, for her remaining 3 and the 


mercies ſhe enjoyed. 
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atonement of her Redeemer, and his ſurety-ſhip- 
2 _ righteouſneſs, in which ſhe truſted, as the ſole 
_ ground of her pardon and juſtification in the f ght 
of God; and, in a word, her proſpect, by faith, 
of being ſoon tranſmitted, from a body almoſt 
worn out in the ſervices of more than four ſcore 
and three years, to the ſpirits of the juſt, and to 
Jeſus, the glorious object of her full confidence, 
and ſupreme affettion, with the hope of a better 
reſurrection, were the joy of her heart. Under 
repeated ſtrokes, that ſhook her animal frame, al- 
2} 55 though incapable of ſpeaking freely, her eye and 
1 her ear were avenues of comfort; ſhe could hear 
1 the word, and join in prayer for her, and read 
oO with pleaſure to the laſt, till the decree came 
* forth; then, in an unſuſpected moment, ſhe ſud- 
denly departed; no ſooner up and dreſſed, as 
uſual, but the change was viſible, and being 
haſtened back to her chamber and bed, wich an 
indulgent eaſe ſhe almoſt inſtantly paſſed through 
the gate of natural death into life eternal. Thus 
our departed friend verified the prophecy of Mo- 
ſes, Pſal. xc. 10. The days of our years are three 
ſcore years and ten and, if by reaſon of ſtrength, 4 
they be four ſcore years, yet is their ſtrength la- 
1 bor and ſorrow : for it is ſoon cut off, and we fly 
[ 3 FF . away. — She is now fied where, we truſt, her ſe- 
| parated ſoul is folaced in the boſom of her Lord. | 


r 
3 . 


35 from Mortality 1 L.. 33 . 


On a review of this account, is there not, my 
dear hearers, an original of the picture we have 


been ſurveying? Who cannot diſcern a true, if 


not a ſtriking, likeneſs?—A life extended far 


beyond the limits of man, employed in the ſervice 
of God; in which the ſubje& improved in ſpi- 


ritual underſtanding, and the habits of grace, and 
had been long deſirous of entering into reſt, 
muſt be allowed, at leaſt in ſome degree, to an- 


ſwer to the deſcription before us. May we not 


then, with ſoberneſs, apply the paſſage we have 


opened, to the dear ſaint now taken from us; and 
85 She came to her grave in a full age, like 
a ſhock of corn cometh in, in his ſeaſon ?” 


* was ripe, and ready for being gathered; 


lovely and joyful in her departure: now ſhe is 
houſed from all evil for ever, and is aſcended to 


| Jeſus, till he comes, with ten thouſands of his 


ſaints, Surely, the ſurviving relations and ac- 
quaintance of the deceaſed, may comfort one 
another with theſe words! It has been your ho- 
nor, my dear friends, to attend ſo pious and ve- 
nerable a parent and relation to the tomb; there, 


vith the higheſt ſatisfaction, you may leave her 
remains, till the period of adoption, to wit, the 
| 6detnpedh of the body, that purchaſed poſſeſ- 
fon, when © the righteous ſhall ſhine forth, as the 
ſun, in the kingdom of their Father.“ Mat. xiii. 43. 
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Be concerned to follow her as ſhe lowed! Chriſt 


ſo ſhall you unite in that glorious appearance, and 
never n more. Re 


And 306. beloved, who in this audience would 
not aſcend as the Chriſtian, when he departs out 


of the body, into the regions of bliſs? Indeed, 
ſo ſtupid are ſome, in their carnal ſecurity, that 
they can ſpeculate on others, as gone to heaven, 
and happy, without any due concern about their 
own future ſtate ; but I would ſuppoſe otherwiſe 


of you that are preſent. Do you wiſh to die the 


death of the righteous, and that your laſt end may 


be like his? Look into your ſtate. The unrege- 
nerate ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. No 


ſcornful unbeliever, no vicious libertine, no wan- 


ton profeſſor, ſhall be exalted to this dignity, or 


taſte this ſalvation of God. The righteous hath 
hope in his death, but the wicked is driven away 
in his wickedneſs,” as the chaff beſore the wind, 
Prov. xiv. 22. And this chaff, we are told, ſhall 
be burnt with unquenchable fire !—Think, my 
dear hearer, how dreadful it will be, if, inſtead 
of dying in faith, and aſcending to the ſpirits of 
the juſt, being overtaken in a ſtate of rebellion, 


thy naked foul ſhould deſcend, from the tribunal 


of a righteous God, into the bottomleſs pit, 


whence there 1s no deliverance from avenging 
Juſtice? 
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juſtice Ho aſtoniſhing and awful the caſe 


of a ſinful mortal, treading on the borders of 


eternity, on any conſideration, indifferent in 
what condition he ſhall enter the unknown and 
everlaſting world, or how it ſhall be with him in 


that never-ending ſtate! And, is this thy preſump- 
tion? What, my friend, are. the tranſitory - plea- 
ſures of ſin, or any thing in life, for the ſake of 


which thou art, with the unwary multitude, neg- 


lecting thine eternal concerns, in competition with 
future happineſs or miſery, one or other of which 
will certainly be thy portion for ever! O then, be 
wiſe, and conſider the alarming remonſtrance of 
him who is now exalted to ſave or to deſtroy,— 


What ſhall it profit a man, if he ſhall gain the 
whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? Or what 


ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul ?” 


Mark viii. 36, 37. But the penitent ſinner, who 


walks humbly with his God, and is a follower af- 
ter holineſs, being releaſed from this mortal frame, 


ſhall aſcend to his manſion, and be an everlaſting 
companion with the ſaints, and the Captain of their 


ſalvation, in glory. 


In one word, happy the man, who has tra- 
vailed through a long and dreary wilderneſs, truſt- 
ing in God, having fought a good fight, finiſhed 


bis courſe, and kept the faith; he comes to his 
grave 
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grave, aſpiring to the j joys of a ſeparate ſtate : he 
meets the enemy with a ſmiling, or rather tri- 
umphant countenance, knowing whom he has be- 
lieved, and being perſuaded of his victory through . 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt: thus inſured, he waits for 
that day, when the laſt trump ſhall ſound, and the 
voice of the judge ſhall be heard, from the throne 
of his glory Gather my ſaints together unto | 
me. —For * they ſhall be mine, faith the Lord 
of Hoſts, in that day when I make up my jewels, 
and I will ſpare them, as a man ſpareth his own 
fon that lerveth him,” 


